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from masters, monitors, and senior boys. He has given a very
pathetic and humorous account of his schooldays in the essay entitl-
ed, Christ's Hospital Five and Thirty Years Ago. It was at this
school that he met the ^inspired charity boy," Samuel Taylor Cole-
ridge, with whom he lived in intimate friendship throughout life.
Lamb left this school in his sixteenth year.
Lamb had an elder brother, John, and an elder sister, Mary,
whose life was intimately associated with his whole career. John-
Lamb, a very good but eccentric person, had cut himself off from the
family and lived by himself. Lamb has left a brilliant sketch of him
in his essay on My Relations. Charles obtained employment at the
South Sea House as a clerk, and a few months later he secured a
permanent appointment in the East India House, where he served
thirty-six years of his life. The Lambs endured many misfortunes,
not the least among them being the occasional fits of insanity from
which both Charles and his sister suffered. Disaster fell upon them
in 1796, when Mary in a violent fit of insanity killed her mother with
a knife. , From that moment Charles Lamb took upon himself the-
sole charge of his sister, sacrificing all other ties and ambitions,
making her his life-long companion, and never flagging in his duty
and tenderness towards her.
The monotony of work at the East India House for thirty-six
years, the misfortunes and disappointments which he endured did
not embitter him towards life. Literature, and particularly the older
English poets and dramatists, were a passion with both brother and
sister. Lamb wrote a drama after the manner of the Elizabethan
dramatists entitled John Woodvil. In collaboration with Mary, he
transformed the dramas of Shakespeare into excellent prose tales for
the use of the young. In 1808 he published his famous notes on the
dramatic poets contemporary with Shakespeare, with specimens of
their work.
Lamb's fame as a man of letters depends chiefly on his Essays
oft£lia which he contributed to the London Magasine from A5&nst
1820. Eli a was the name of an Italian clerk in the India House, who-
died some years before, and Lamb adopted his name as pseudonym
for his essays. In 1825 he retired from the India House on a com-
fortable pension and lived peacefully till his death, which occurred on
December 29,1834. Mary Lamb survived him for thirteen years.

